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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

August 29, 1983

PUBLIC AFFAIRS UPDATE AS OF 7:30 AM EDT

Summary of statement by Larry Speakes at Santa Barbara
White House: .

The President was awakened by Judge Clark at 1:55 a.m.
with information about the casualties in Beirut. The
President expressed profound sorrow and termed the deaths
tragic. He praised the courage of the Marines for their
role as peacekeepers.

Speakes news conference of yesterday, that discussed
Begin resignation and McFarlane mission, is attached.

- .

US spokesmen in Beirut and at DOD have confirmed three
killed, five wounded, and said that Marines have returned
fire with 155mm howitzers and helicopter gunships. OSD(PA)
has telephone communications with tthe public affairs
office in Beirut, which is the primary point for release
of information on US military activities there.:

State Department press guidance is attached.

News coverage is extensive, with morning networks carrying
live reports from Beirut and the Pentagon. Analysts Joseph
Sisco and Hal Saunders have been interviewed, with

Sisco indicating US presence in Lebanon continues to

be the essential ingredient.

President's Saturday radio address dealt with overall
situation in the Middle East, reaffirming commitment to
September 1, 1982 peace initiative, and describing
continued Israeli settlement activity as an "obstacle

to peace."  (TEYT ATTACHED)
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bress Guidance August 29, 1983

SHELLING OF MARINE POSITIONS IN LEBANON

'Q: What's happening in Beirut?

A: A US Marine position at Beirut Airport came under fire at

0349 EDT following a day and night of sporatic fiahting
i between forces of the Lebanese Army and Lebanese Shi'ite

! .
militia groups in South Beirut. There has also been firing

flv
f£rom Druze positions. <¥;§9%arihes were killed and ;iuvgJ

reported wounded.

i

-

‘Q: bbés that mean that the Marines are "engaged in hostilities"”
i in the sense of the Wwar Powers resolution?

1K: We will have to see how this situation develops before we
" make any such determination.
[

i
!A: They are authorized to fire in self defense. We would

Q: Are the Martines shooting back?

refer you to DoD for details.

Has there been any fighting near the US Embassy or

Q:
i Ambassador's residence?
;A: There is fighting at various ﬁ;iaces in the city, including

i, near our temporary offices in the British Embassy. Although
there is no indication that the American Embassy residence
has been targetted, the area around it has been taking
artillery fire and there are broken windows at the residence.
There are no reports of injuries to personnel of the Embassy

or»Military Assistance office.

1
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§' where are McFarlane and Fairbanks?
A: Ambassador McFarlane returned to Beirut by helicopter

this morning. Mr. Fairbanks spent the night in Saudi
-

Arabia.

! prafted by: NEA-Mack

| ed by: PM -A. Raphel
i Clear Y PA -A. Rombergq

| Approved For Release 2007/10/26 : CIA-RDP85M00363R000200350043-9



Approved For Release 2007/10/26 : CIA-RDP85M00363R000200350043-9

THE WHITE HOUSE

- Office of the Press Secretary
(Santa Barbara, California) .

PRESS BRIEFING

BY N
LARRY SPEAKES
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" TEE WEITE HOUSE

. Office of the Press Secretary
. {santa Barbara, California)

PRESS BREIFING

LARRY SPEAKES

: August 28, 1983
" Sheraton Santa Barbara Hotel

- 10:05 a.m, PDT
~ 1:05 p.m. EDT

"MR. SPEAKES: Okay, to rev;ew the morning’s
exercises here, the Presidant tais morning was informed at
7:00 a.m. by Jim BDakez that there were press repuxrits that
Prime Minister i3agin had indicated his intention to resignm.
They spoke for about two minutes. We bad been fcilowing the y
situation since about 3:30 a.m., when the first Israeldi Y
announcement took placa. We have been dealing with press reports
during that time.

: Admiral Poindextex, who is the NsSC Rep*esentativg
here, was in contact with the National Sescurity Counr*l in
Washington, and ==

Q Poindexter was what? -
0 NEC and State =~

MR. SPEAKES: -- was in contact with tﬁé Kational
Becurity Council and the State Department in Washington.

In addition, around 8:00 o'clock this morning,
Judge Clark spoke with Ambassador McFarlane. FMcParlane is in
‘London, and he spoke to him in order to get his assessmant
of the situation in Israel, of the ennouncement in Israel' and
at the same time to get a rather detailed report
on him, on his talks that have taken place in Edrope this
week.

As you know, McFarlané has been in Rcme:'he has
been in Paris, and lately, in London. McFarlane's purpose
there is to discuss the efforts, common efforts of the parties
in the regicn to pursue the common goal of a fully sovereign
Lebanon, free of all foreign forces, and to discuss ways to
arrive at a national copsensus in Lebanon toward reaching °
these goals, and to discuss ways that the U. S. and its
allies in the multinational force can assist in obtainiﬁg
these goals. -

. Mcraflane is leaving London today, and he will
return to the region shortly. As usual, we do not specify
his ongoing itinerary. B

8-28/%814
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McFarlane's report on his talks there in the -
three European capitzls, he reports that his talks have been
encouraging, that the process is moving, that there is a --

Q ' Wait a minute.

. "1_"

MR. SPEAKES: ~- good faith effort on the part
of all parties. McParlané is asking that the progess for peace
be given a chance, that it be kept moving forwazd.

We anticipate, as I say, McFarlane's mission
going on, and as far as the situation in Israel affacting
Admbaasador Mcrarlana’s discussions in the .rMiddle rast, we
expeet him to continue .to receive full cooperation £rom the
Israelis.,

After the McParlane phone conversation, Clark
spoke for soma timewith the President this morning and indi-
cated to him the details of the McParlan: conversation, which
the President was pleased to receive the note of progresg —-
encouragysment., . -

. As we said earlier, we wtll have no speciiic
camments on the announcement from the Israelis because, as you.
know, it is now characterized ac an iatnntion to reeicn, and
the Prime Minister hzs not accepied -- has aot suhmitted his
regignation,

We, in eddition, the Stute Depnrtment_haa‘been
in telephone contact with Zmbassador Sam Lewis in Igrael ¢o
receive his assessmernt of thh situstinn. 57 in short, what
we have done is: Number cne, informe3 the President of the
develcpments, both in Israel and both the McParlan4d report;
number two, we have kept in cl6s® contsct with our ambagsa-

dors in order to have their assecement pf the announcemept
in Israel. -

Those who were asking for dates, the last
visit between the President and the Prime Minister in Washing-
ton was June 21st, 1982. The two cancelled visits, first
because of his wife's death, was November 82 ---I don't have
the date -=- and the most recent was July 26-27, '83, post-
poned because of personal reasons, so two postponed visits,
and the one visit in '82.

- MORE
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"MR. SPEAKES: That is the extent of my -=-

L Q WWhere is this progress? 1Is it progress on
getting . the Multinational Forces expanded?

MR. SPEARES: No. ’

S Q < Or is there progress on getting troops out
of lebanon? o

IR, SPEAKES: Well, the progress is this: Aas
you know, McFarlane has had talks with the confessional factions,
"the confessional groups, Loth in Beirut and in Europe. It
.was announced yesterday that he had met with Walid Jumblatt
the leader of the Drusi2 group, and that's what he's assessing,
ithat there is encouragement as a result of these talks.

In addition, as far as keeping the/broceSS‘
moving, we are encouraging all parties, and that includes
‘the Syrians, the Israelis, the confessional groups in Lebanon,
as well as our allies in the MHF, to ccntxnue their efforts
to keep the progress movinq.

: -~ N . So the progress is that thesz wvarring factions
.have agreed to -- :

T MR. SPEAKRES: No,that we are encocuracged by
d;scussxons with them. '

) 0 What is the goal of those discussions,
Larry? . T

MR. SPEAXES- The qoal of those dzscuss;ons zs
to ensure an orderly redeployment of Israeli forces and
the ability of the IL:banese armed forces o acsume control
in an orderly fashion in those areas of redeployment.

Q Larry, does the President think any move
within the government, any major move, by Begin, or otherwise,
in the Israeli government is going te lecave a negative effect
on these talks and also on the process? -

MR. SPEAKES: Well, we cannot make any
assessment as far as what will happen in the Israeli government
Levaude Lhial s vieasrly sLIeTHLOY Th4at 18 1n Proucess at tne
noment.

MORE
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Q '~ I couldn't hear . you, Larry. What was
that?

MR. SPEAKES: We cannot make any assessment of
what is happening in the Israell Government because that is
something that is in process at the moment. However, as I
stated, we do expect Ambassador McFarlane to continue tp
receive cooperation from the Israelis.

., Q: ~-That is a little confusing. Why wouldn't
he continue to receive_~-

MR. SPEAKES: Nobody said he wouldn't.

Q .You medn no matter what happens to the
Israeli Government, that you expect them to continue to coop=--
erate?

MR. SPEAKES: Well, you know: --

Q Is thét what you are saying?
- T MR. SPEAKES: Yeah, sure. He has, and frem
this po;nt on we expect it to contznue. We have no reason to
doubt that it wouldn‘'t,

Lo Q Larry, has Anbassador Lewis given any
indication that this anncuncement by 3egin of his intention
to resign’might be something political and not substantive? -

MR. SPRAKES: Mark, we really won't discuss

any intoxrnal dicownnions wo have had as an acoccocomont. Is deo
"much too early to make assessments on tha And we certainly
will not do it publicly.: SA e -

: Q - Can you tell us, Larri; has there been any -
decision on expanding the U.S. participation in the Multi-
national Force?

MR. SPEAKES:; ©No, there has not.

MORE
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o] Isn't that part of the talks that McFarlane
is scheduled for?

. MR. SPERKES: Certainly it would be a matter
of discussion.. But, once again, as far as any role or
explanation of the MNF, it's too.early to discuss.

1

Q It's too early to discuss?. .

" MR. SPEAKES: Yeah.

Q . As a mechanical thing, what occurs next,
'should he resxgn? Is there an election? .

: MR, SPEAKES: As I understand it, not being an
expert on the Israeli constitution, as I understand it, the
- Knisset meets. Its next scheduled meeting is in October, the
next regular, scheduled neeting is in October.  The Prime
Minister resigns to the President and the President, as in
most parliamentary goveraments, has an coption of appointing
2 prime minister for the caretaker government, and tiaen a new
prime minister is named.Now, I'm not certa:.n of that, so check
it thh the Israeli people. g
-' Q Larry, are you aware of the new cutbreak of
flghting between the Lebanegpe army and the Shiite throughout
the Bairut azrport?

MR. SPEARXES: Yes, we have seen the reports.

Q Anything you gather---'

e ' _MR. SPEAXES: No, with the exception that it's

<+ an important and critical time in the peace process there. and

we would certainly hope that there will be restraint shown on
the part of all parties in Lebanon.

(6] Larry, is there a date for that Israeli
_redeployment? Do we know of a date when they plan to actually
make the move?

MR. SPEAKES: There were news renorts that they
planned to make it next Tuesday. But I do not know what
the specifics are.

o) Are Clark and Reagan scheduled to meet
at all today to discuss this personally?

MR. SPEAKES: No.
Q Where is Clark?
MR. SPEAKES: The telephone is quite adequate.

0 Is the President planning to call Begin
at all? -
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MR. SPEAKES: There are no specific plans right

Q ° Eas Begin at all called Rea;an?
MR. SPEARKES: No.
Q Is Clari at his raﬁch?>

. MR. SPEAKEQ: I think so. |

L o Q Larry, I am a little confused about the-
Multinational Force. Are you saying that these reports that
we.-have ruled out an expansion of the Force are incorrect, that
there has been no. deciszou? .

: MR, SPEAKEs.f Well, the only thing I am indica-~
‘ting is that until we can make scme dstermination about the
political situation in the area of redeployment, that it is prema-
ture to discuss any change of role and size of the MNF.

-~ = .ozl Qi Are you saying McFarlane hasn't gotten to
the point where there is an accurate assessment of what the
political forces are going to do there?

57 MR. SPEARES: That's right.
uL »f<' Q What is the basis for his encouragement?

ReR® .. MR. SPEAKES: His talks, good faith.
' : Q Larry, does the Administration charactexr-
iz’ the relatxcnshlp betveen Resgsii and segza? "~ff;.” :

} AR .MR._S?EAKES' Tbgu sounds like a guestion you
would ask. We have always had our hzstorxcally close ties
with Israel, and those will continuz, and we reaffirm them.
The President did so in his broadcast yesterday. And while
there often are disagreements among friends, friends and
allies, friends and allies can work them out. We have done

so with Israel. And the relationship between the President
and the Prime Minister has been a good one.

MORE
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Q Larry, you said you are encouraged by the
talks with McFarlane and various Lebanese factions. 1Is
there any movement at all in terms of getting Syrian or Israeli

trooos completely out of the countrv? Is that on hold
at the moment?

MR. SPEAKES: Syrian and Israell troops, well,
that's a matter of discussion. Thezre have been meetings with
the Syrians. The Israelis have indicated that they're -
redeplovinag. Thev hove indicatzd it as a part of tctal
withdrawal. So discu551ons continue.

'

‘Why is he in London? |

Q

' MR SP“‘"“”-' To speak with the British, who
have a small contingent, I underatand, in the Hultina{:icnal

Force. s

-

" Q  What is the basis for the encouragement
about Syria? -I don't remenber hear;ng that the Syrians
had. glven an inch..

MR. SPEAKES: I hairén"_é aaareséea it in

connectzon with Syria. I addressed it in ponnection with his

nmeetings in Europe

Q V» Has Shultz been 1nvolved in this at all?

' MR. SPEAKZS: - C=rta_nly he has been 1nvolved
in dlscussions with hls anaSdeor, and so forth.

Q jr Shu¢tz has?

- el -l Tl R

,MR. SPEAKES‘ Yes.n‘

el T

Qﬁff Is he back at the State Department?

MR. SPEAKES: I don't kxnow that he s back in
washington. .

Q Has Clark talked to Shultz?

: ‘ MR. SPEAKES: I don't know whether -they've
talked or not. I think they have in the past several days.

0 On what basis are we confident that
cooperation will continue with the Israelis?

MR. SPEAKES: Just our asscessment that it will,
And we have no reason ~-

(o} But it ie too early to make an assessment,
we say, on other stuff. How are we making an assessment on
that?

MR. SPEAKES: We just feel confident it will
happen. ' . '

Q What?

MORE
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MR. SPEAKES: COnfident it will hapben

‘ o Dc early assessments indicate that 11
B he should resxgn, there would be any change, any dras;ic
3 change? - L v

MR, SPEAxss- That s too - it '8 premature.

. o Q" Just baaed on the parlmamentary procedure,-
does it appea.r t‘-mt: - : S

heard about Begin?-

R

_“fﬁfii MR, SPEAKES: I'm sure he did, but whcn we re
prepared to spezXk, we wzll spear‘ K : :

SPEPKI:Sx_ m‘at anq that mean? L

: . Do yuu have any reaction ‘at all to the way
) the day went yesterday in Washington? It turned out to be
-sort of anti-Reaan duy . T

MR. SPEAKES: - Not really. Our statement on

- it was one ‘we issued PFriday afternooni—— - R

okay.

END 10:22 a.m. PDT
1222 p.m. EDT

8-28/#814
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- : T - 'THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
.Santa Barbara, California

Por Immediate Ral?ase» . Angust ?Z, 19837
) 0T ﬂ RADIO ADDRESS
Bs S OF THE A
- ' PRESIDENT o )
-TO TE®X NATION o

Ll - Santa Barbara Sheraton
' - Santa Barbara, California '

9:0. A.M. PDT NI | B S T
-12:0 noon EDT.. ) PR .

. THE :PRESIDENT: My fellow Americans, the.19th of

June, . to be exact, ‘a well known TV network producer was the - . - -
commencement speaker at the high school where he had graduated.

on that same day, June 19th, 43 years ago. 1In speaking to -
this year's graduates, he pointed out some things that should .- .. .
'be of concern to them regarciry the state of the world.. They "~ Y:
were items taken from the front page- of a June 19th issue of !
the New York .Times their graduation day. W L

i .. He said, "In Washington, the Administration ig . -
.a.ski'ng for more money. nnt +a fight rancer ar cducate Yeoung
people, but more money to build some of the most destructive
weapons -the world has ever seen,” not very reassuring for a

* high school graduste hoping to 1live to an old age, and not = -
very reassuring, either, to have a President who is called TR

' 4 warmenger. Le went on to say, "In Latin America, the Times - -
‘tells us, the United States is prepared to go'to war fo keep =% S
unfriendly powers out of this hemisphere. If push ccmes ‘to- .. i
shove, a young high school graduate could end up fighting - o
there.”. - = - - s i

o "In Burope,” he told them, "a people not much
different from you is being-crushed in what the Times reports
is being called an uncompromising and unrelenting fashion, and
in Detroit, the Japanese threat, among other things, is forcing
the Ford Motor Company out of the car business." -

_ He pointed out that it didn't seem like much of a
world to look forward to, but there it was on page L Graduation
bay, June 19th. Yes, his Graduation Day, June 19th, 1940. ang
as he went on to say, "We're all still here,* although he
wouldn‘t have bet on it back in 1940. The President being
called a warmonger was Franklin Delano Roosevelt who kept
increasing the defense budget. The Japanese threst was,military,
not economic, and Ford was going into the fighter plane business.

And oh, yes, the European country that was being crushed was
France, not Poland. Well, here it is 43 years later, and as he
told that class of *'83, "A good case can be made that the world
is better, not worse.” And the class of 1940 . had something to’
do with that, ‘just as the class of '83 can have a hand in making
things better for graduating classes yet to be, even a class

43 years from now. - .

Young Americans are already doiné ﬁheiftsﬁéfé to
& build a better world. Today our service men are participating

in multi-national peacekeeping forces in Lebanon and the Sinai
Peninsula.

MORE
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: In the agreement between Lebanon and Israel,
Isruel agreed to withdraw its military forces totally.. Thei

S .. responsibility now rests on others to negotlate in good

TE faith on their own arrangements for withdrawal. Until:
Ty B this happens, Lebanon will remain a potential trouble spot.

%

- R : But our current efforts in Lebanon are only

oo o a small part of our search for peace in the Middle East, i
“:4.: - ' including a compassicnate, fair and practlcal resolution .
EREE © to the Palestinian problemn.

Al . ' - " The Middle East Peace Initzative wh;ch we —_—
o announced almost a year ago is definitely alive and available i
to those parties willing to sit down together and talk. peace.

. We remain committed ‘to the positions we set forth, and we
stand ready to pursue them in the context of the Camp David:
Accords. _ . VA:,M

: Z’Qel Those positions are in the best long-term interests

S ) of a11 parties. Most importantly, they're the only. realistzc-«;

A + . : basis fox a solutlon that has thus far been presented._ ’ i

G 1ﬁ’The United States cOntznues to support UN
Securzty Counc11 Resolutions 338 and 242. f',-. :

) The establishment of new Israeli settlements
“; in the occupled territories is an obstacle to peace and o
U we re_concerncd over the negative effect this activity has , .
""" on Arab confidence in Israel's willingness to return territory .
% 'in exchange for securlty and a freely and fairly—negotiated :

peace treaty.'w

./ dealt with through dlrect negotiations ‘between. the part;es‘i-
E to the conflict. The sooner these negotxat;ons begin,4
"~ the greater the chance for a solution. '~

;iTE”'*?7 . This Administration, like those before it,'
' is flrmly committed: to the security of the State of Israel.

We will help Israel defend itself against external aggression.
At the same time, the United States believes,- as it has always
believed, that permanent security for the people of Israel
and all the peoples of the region can only come with the
achievement of a just and lastlng peace, not by sole
reYiance on increasxngly expensive mllxtary forces.

: Unfortunately, the opportunities afforded by
‘our initiative have yet to be grasped by the partles involved.
We know the issues are complex, the risks for all concerned
high, and much courageous statesman -- statesmanship, excuse
me, will be required. Nevertheless, those complex lssues ¢an
be resolved by creative andpersistent diplomacy. Those
risks can be overcome by people who want to end this bitter'
and tragic conflict. . And. in the process, the United States
will be a full partner, doing everything we can to help ’
create a just and lasting peace.

Until next week, thanks for llstening,
and God bless you.

END 9:11 a.m. PDT
12:11 p.m. EDT
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